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Historic Overview: 

 The Elwood Bar is one of the last remaining examples in Detroit of an enamel 
paneled Art Deco/Moderne-style structure. The building is in original condition on the 
exterior without modification since it was constructed in 1937. The building's name is 
derived from its original location, "El" from Elizabeth and "wood" from Woodward. The 
structure was moved from its original location to the corner of Brush and Adams Streets, 
four blocks east, in 1997 to make way for the construction of the new Tigers and Lions 
stadiums. Typical of the Art Moderne style, the building displays a sleek, streamlined 
appearance with smooth panels and rounded corners. The geometric designs on the 
circular tower and around the door are typical of the Art Deco style. The building has 
always served as a bar and grill and has enjoyed a lively business. 
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